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Dear Family,

We approach a time of celebration!  GVBC will turn 100 years old on
August 16, 2014. What started as a small Sunday School has grown. But
why has GVBC lasted 100 years?  That was the question asked by
Mitchel Matsumura as he video-taped me for the anniversary. The answer
to that question is God’s faithfulness and His faithful followers.

God caused GVBC to come into being. A heart changed by God caused
Dr. Clayton Fox (Executive Minister of American Baptist City Missions
Society) to look for ways to minister to Japanese Americans in Gardena. It
was the heart and obedience of Rev. H.Y. Shibata to move his family from
Long Beach and open up the first Sunday School. God was moving in the
hearts of people who loved Him and were obedient to Him to expand His
Kingdom. His Kingdom would bring life, hope, courage, purpose and
community to Japanese Americans in Gardena.

Left alone to man’s will and man’s desires, the mission could have easily
turned inward and become a self-focused organization, not of God, but of
man. But through the years, God called, inspired and directed people to
come and become part of the GVBC family. Together, followers of Jesus
have worked to fulfill the purpose God has given us. There were huge
bumps in the road like the Japanese internment during WWII, the church
property being sold, prejudice against Japanese even in Gardena, but
God was faithful and people followed Him.

As we come to the 100th, we celebrate God’s faithfulness. Beginning with
His creation of us, His Son coming to save us from our sins by dying for
us, His giving of purpose for our lives, the giving of His Spirit to be with us
and guide us, His building of a community of people called GVBC, His
mission to the world; He is faithful!

At this time, we have a waiting list of over 80 people for the banquet on
August 16th at the Torrance Marriott. Pray that we can find more space.
On Sunday, August 17, we are having a very special Worship Service.
The 8:45 AM will be an English speaking only service, but the 10:45 AM
will be a combined Japanese and English speaking service.  Both will be
identical. It will be a time of thanking God and seeking God’s voice for our
next steps in bringing life, hope, courage, purpose and community to
where God planted us to minister.
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LONG BEACH MISSION TRIP
By Daniel Matsuda

From June 21-27, I had the privilege to lead
a team of 29 high school students and 8
adult leaders on our Long Beach Mission
Trip. For the 7th year in a row, we partnered
with Citylights Church as we ran a
neighborhood carnival and a Vacation Bible
School at their church. We also did other
community service projects in the city, like
spending time with the homeless, caring for
mentally ill patients at a convalescent home,
ministering to young preschoolers from
homeless families, serving at a thrift shop
which benefits homeless pregnant women,
and giving away food and clothing to the
needy.

The Vacation Bible School at Citylights Church continues to
grow each year, not because we are so great, but because God
is so great. God is really working through Tom and Val
Demorest as their church continues to make a significant year-
round impact on their neighborhood. Over the past months,
they have started up an Awana program every Thursday night,
which now brings out 20-30 children each week. So, when it
comes time to advertise our VBS to the neighborhood, families
know the Citylights name and they come to the neighborhood
carnival and bring their kids to the VBS. As a result, we started
with 65 children on Monday and ended up with 80 children on
Thursday (our previous high was 59).

Praise God for the way he is using the Long Beach Mission Trip
to impact our high school students, Citylights Church, and the
families in downtown Long Beach!

LONG BEACH MISSION TRIP
BY DANIEL MATSUDA

The entire team

Making new friends

Teaching time

Worship time
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2014 CENTENNIAL GOLF TOURNAMENT
REGISTER NOW

Amateur golfers ONLY please!

Friday, August 22, Lakewood Country Club.
Fee $135 (Early Bird deadline has been extended to July 28).
Fee after deadline will be $150.

Fee includes registration, shared golf cart, putting contest ($200 prize), free practice range balls, hole-in-
one on Par 3s, Tee gift, BBQ lunch & tournament banquet dinner. For the first time we will have a Silent
Auction of various sports memorabilia.

Don’t golf?  You can participate in other ways:

 Tee sponsors: $100 per sign. Tee signs (in memory or
honor of, or business cards) will be placed on the golf course. Tee
Sponsor forms are available on the Narthex counter or on the web site,

calendar section.

 Raffle prizes/donations are
needed, such as golf equipment,
accessories, apparel, gift certificates to
restaurants & businesses; tickets to
sporting events, small appliances, gift
baskets, etc. NOTE: Please no “white
elephant” gifts.

This year, our golf tournament is celebrating 100 years of ministry in Gardena. All the proceeds from this tournament will
go to care for the people in the South Bay via GVBC’s Food Ministry to the disadvantaged and homeless (run by our own
Gerald Mayewaki and numerous church volunteers), Gardena Human Services, and the Center for the Pacific Asian
Family (a domestic violence intervention organization).

If you can participate in any way, please call Wendy in the church office, ext. 672. For detailed information, pick up a
brochure on the Narthex counter or on the web site. Thank you for your help in celebrating our 100 years!
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2014 GVBC JAPAN TEAM BY TOMMY MORSE

August is almost upon us. For many this means youth summer
camp is around the corner and soon enough the kids will be going
back to school. But for myself and the Japan Team it also bears the
expectation of going back to Japan in early August to partner with
Rifu Oasis Chapel. Continuing the partnership between our church
and theirs is both a tremendous joy and responsibility as our team
of four (Tommy Park, Diana Sakata, Anna Osato, and myself) have
been prayerfully preparing these past six months.

To briefly bring you up to speed, on Wednesday, August 6 our team
is heading to the town of Rifu, Japan just outside the large city of
Sendai in north eastern Miyagi Prefecture in the Tohoku region
which was affected by the 2011 tsunami disaster. Last year our
team saw, despite being three years after the disaster, there's still a
lot of physical recovery work to be done. While cleaning up is a
huge need and there are ongoing efforts to address, which Rifu
Oasis Chapel regularly takes part, it can be easy to overlook what
may be an even greater need.

When the disaster first happened in early 2011, the entire world
rushed to help Japan. C.R.A.S.H. and innumerable other
organizations scrambled to come to aid the affected region. Many
Japanese were touched to see so much compassion on such short
notice. However, as time went on, the amount of aid dwindled, the
“prayforjapan” twitter campaigns died out, and most helpers
stopped coming. The aftermath of the disaster, however, still
persists.

Last year an overwhelming sentiment which we heard and sensed
from the region was the idea of wanting to be remembered. These
were the tangible and audible expressions of people’s emotional
and spiritual needs. When help began to fade, people noticed
Christian groups persisted, especially the efforts of the local
churches.

What the people of the region need is not simply a burst of
compassion and care which flares up and dies out, but the constant,
consistent, and unchanging love which can only come from our Lord
Jesus Christ and expressed through His peoples’ faithfulness. We
believe this is most effectively expressed through the permanent
local church God has already planted and sustained apart from
efforts of outside organizations. So, as we partner in what God has
already been doing in this region, our aim as a mission’s team is to
encourage and energize a church which has been praying for the
people around them for the past three years and bears the
weariness of seeing constant need.

Our God does not grow weary. As humans, however, we do. In His
love and care He's made the Body of Christ love and support one
another. So, we ask for your prayers to encourage, uplift, and love
our brothers and sisters overseas.

Ultimately, may many people we touch in Japan be brought to a
saving relationship with Jesus Christ whether it is directly or
indirectly through us.

5)

OUR MISSION FIELD
“GO THEREFORE AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS . . .” MATTHEW 28:19

The 2014 GVBC Rifu Team
(from L to R):
Tommy Morse, Diana Sakata,
Anna Osato, and Tommy Park



5

FAMILY NEWS
“A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER.” — JOHN 13:34

OUR MISSION FIELD CONTINUED

JIM & LETA VAN METER, PARACLETE MISSION GROUP,
COLORADO

In late May, Leta's young female friend went home to the Lord after
battling cancer. At this young friend's memorial service, Leta shared
the beauty of their inter-generational spiritual friendship. “Thanks so
much for your prayers as we process our grief, all the while fixing
our eyes on Jesus, running with endurance the race set before us
because of the joy awaiting us,” writes Jim and Leta. Please also
pray for the Van Meters as they vacation and join a family reunion,
starting June 15. Pray Jim and Leta may have refreshment and
enjoy fun family times.

MICHAEL & CHRIS MASON,SAKAI INTERNATIONAL BIBLE
CHURCH, JAPAN

Dear Friends at GVBC, hello from Japan!  Just a short note to thank
you for your generous financial support through JEMS. We are so
encouraged and grateful for your generosity. THANK YOU!  Please
pray for us to persevere as we try to reach the Japanese for Christ.
Gratefully Yours, The Masons — Michael, Chris, and Luke

4)

Baby Announcement
Congratulations to Matthew & Rita Maeda in the birth of their first child,
baby boy Anthony Chugo Kamakanamaikalani. Little Anthony was born
at Torrance Memorial Hospital on Friday, July 18 at 3:45 p.m. He was
7.8 lbs. and 19 1/2 inches long. Proud grandmother, Kari Maeda, is
beaming, as well as his uncle Kevin.

Letters to our church family
Thank you to my GVBC family for the beautiful floral arrangement sent by
Flowers by Don & Gift Shop. Special thanks to Pastor Steve, who came early in
the morning before my surgery, to pray for me and my family. Praise the Lord my
full-hip-replacement surgery went well and I am now recovering after four days in
the hospital. Love to all for remembering me in prayer. Alice Kimura

Dear GVBC: On behalf of the family of Chizu Amemiya, I would like to express
how thankful we are for all your thoughts, prayers, and for the beautiful floral
arrangement that was sent for her service (which was held Friday, June 20). We
are incredibly grateful to Pastor Steve Langley and for Pastor James Chang who
officiated my mother’s memorial service. God bless you all, Dick Amemiya and
family



FYI EVENTS CALENDAR

BILINGUAL SERVICE
Saturday, August 9, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary. Meets every
second Saturday of the month. Refreshments served in
Room 201 after the service. Everyone welcome. For more
info contact Pastor Eiji Osato, ext. 676, eiji@gvbc.net. Next
Bilingual Service is September 13.

GVBC JOB CLUB
The Job Club meets once a month on Tuesdays at 6:30pm
in room 119. Our next meeting will be on the Tuesdays of
August 12 and September 2.

BABY DEDICATION
Sunday, August 24 during both worship services. If you
would like to have your child or children dedicated, contact
Susan Wakuta, ext. 689, email: susan@gvbc.net.

CLASSES OFFERED AT GVBC
Sunday, August 24, 12:30 — 4:30 p.m.
101 Class, Membership and Baptism. For high
school age and up. For those seeking information
about GVBC and who would like to become a member
and/or be baptized.
201 Class, Designed to help you develop spiritual
maturity.
301 Class, Part 1-August 24, Part 2August 31,
Discovering Ministry. Learn about your unique spiritual
gifts, your S.H.A.P.E. (Spiritual gifts, Heart, Abilities,
Personality, Experience) and take the next step in the
ministry exploration process (must attend two-part
series).
401 Class, Redefining My Life’s Mission. Teaches
you how to redefine your life’s mission and how you
can live as a witness to Christ.

A light lunch is provided before each class. Register by
checking off the appropriate box on the back of your
Connection form or contact Jan Magnani, ext. 0 or
gvbc@gvbc.net [Class number in the subject line].

MEN’S BREAKFAST
Saturdays, August, 30, September 27, October 25,
8:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m., Community Hall. All men invited.

BAPTISM SERVICES
Sunday, August 31

SUNDAY SCHOOL PROMOTION
Sunday, August 31

OFFICE CLOSED LABOR DAY
Monday, September 1

SAVE THE DATE FOR OUR MEN’S RETREAT
Saturday, October 4 to Sunday, October 5. For all men
and their guests — college age and up. Please join us for
our Annual Men’s Retreat at Victory Ranch. Speaker is
Pastor Tom Demorest from Citylights Church. More info to
follow.

KidZone

7:00 to 8:30 p.m.
Community Hall

July 25 Ogreland

August 1
August 8 Dragon Tail Tag
Saturday, August 9 Family Picnic at Guener Park

10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
August 15 Frisbee Golf
August 22 KidZone 5th Grade Farewell
August 29 NO KidZone (Labor Day Weekend)

Contact Susan Wakuta in the office or email her at
susan@gvbc.net
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WANTED
100th Anniversary

-gen Choir

-gen Choir will be singing for both 100th Anniversary
worship services on Sunday, August 17. Everyone from
elementary-age to seniors are welcome to join us.

Choir director is Wendy Katagi.

We rehearse on Sundays between the worship services from
10:10 to 10:40 a.m. in Room 159 (behind the Sanctuary). We’ll

service to pick up your music and begin rehearsing.

DEADLINE to join is Sunday, August 3.

office or Susie Shelley at: susie@gvbc.net [subject: CHOIR]

WORK DAY
October 4, 8:00 a.m. to noon. Usually on the first Saturday
of each month (The September 6 Work Day has been
cancelled due to a wedding at GVBC). Come when you
can and leave when you must. No experience needed.
Lunch is provided. Next Work Day is Saturday, Nov. 1.

WOMEN’S WEEKEND
Friday, October 17, 7:00 — 9:00 p.m. and Saturday, October
18, 9:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. Friday will be a Women's Night of
Worship. Saturday we’ll have messages, crafts, workshops,
etc. Save the date!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, August 6 at www.gvbc.net. Hard copies available in the GVBC Narthex and in
the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, August 3.

ONLINE GIVING
Don’t have a check or cash handy?  You can give online!
For various opportunities to donate check our website at www.gvbc.net “Give.”

BE KIND TO OUR NEIGHBORS
If you park on the residential streets around GVBC, please be
kind to our neighbors by not blocking their driveway. If your
bumper goes beyond the downward slope of the driveway, you
are blocking the driveway. And remember, on Sundays, there
are plenty of spaces to park at the Union Bank parking lot on
the corner of Western & 158th.

TWO SEMINARS AT GVBC
BY DR. PATRICK ZUKERAN

A uniquely gifted speaker

August 6 & 7

7:00 — 9:00 p.m.

Sanctuary

Wednesday, August 6   Religious Tolerance and the Relevance of
God's Truth in Today's World

Thursday, August 7       End Times and the Rapture of the Church

Dr. Patrick Zukeran received graduate degrees from Dallas Theological Seminary
(Th.M) and Southern Evangelical Seminary (D.Min). He serves on the faculty of the
Bible Institute of Hawaii and is the Director of the Pacific Apologetics Center
(www.pacificapologetics.org) and on the faculty of several Christian colleges around the
world.

He also hosts a national and international radio show called: Evidence and Answers
(www.evidenceandanswers.org).

Patrick Zukeran’s experience in churches, universities, and the airwaves gives him an
important edge in reaching the current culture for Christ.

For more information contact Cindy Matsuda via the office or email at cindy@gvbc.net.
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Gardena Valley Baptist Church
1630 W. 158th Street
Gardena, CA  90247-3712

Phone (310) 323-5683

Website www.gvbc.net

E-mail gvbc@gvbc.net

Twitter http://twitter.com/gvbc

Steve Langley Senior Pastor ext. 0

Daniel Matsuda Associate Pastor, Youth ext. 681

Eiji Osato Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

James Chang Assistant Pastor, Neighborhood ext. 679

Annette Kakimoto Assistant Pastor, Leadership Dev. ext. 680

Chris Koga Assistant Pastor, College ext. 685

Layne Wakuta Pastoral Intern, Middle School ext. 684

Susan Wakuta Elementary Children’s Director ext. 689

Michelle Koga Nursery Director
Tammy Hernandez Early Childhood Coordinator
Naoto Funada Nichigo Worship Coordinator
Wendy Nakano Office Manager ext. 672

Peggy Kushigemachi Financial Assistant ext. 675

Jan Magnani Secretary ext. 671

Rei Abe Nichigo Secretary ext. 677

Aubrey Matsunami Christian Educ. Secretary ext. 678

Susie Shelley Newsletter Editor ext. 673

Socorro “Coco” Kagawa Maintenance Assistant
Gerald Mayewaki Facilities Assistant
Jai Phetsomphou Maintenance Assistant
Robert Kato Sunday Services, Assistant
Edmond Aviado Sunday Services, Assistant

GVBC Staff
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Worship Schedule

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

~ STUCK TOGETHER ~
SUNDAY, JULY 27

Pastor Daniel Matsuda ~ 1 Corinthians 14:1-40
Speaking for Christ: Orderly Worship

SUNDAY, AUGUST 3/COMMUNION
Pastor Chris Koga ~ 1 Corinthians15 to 16:24
Hope in Christ: The Resurrection and the Life

SUNDAY, AUGUST 10
Layne Wakuta
Youth Sunday

SUNDAY, AUGUST 17 100TH ANNIVERSARY
Both services in Community Hall

Combined Nichigo & English service
Pastor Steve Langley


